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Russian Government circles did not realize how rapidly the
international situation was changing in 1901. China stubbornly re-
fused to sign the treaty with Russia in spite of all the pressure ap-
plied by St. Petersburg and in spite of changes in her favor accepted
in the course of negotiations. China went so far as to prohibit the
granting of new concessions in Manchuria to Russian companies.
Li Hung-chang, Russia's white hope in China, died late in 1901.
In their resistance to Russia the Chinese were encouraged by Japan,
and Japan in turn was backed by Britain. The rapprochement be-
tween London and Tokyo was making rapid headway, and from
July, 1901 on, a formal alliance between London and Tokyo was
being discussed at London's suggestion. Thus Britain found an ally
in the Far East to oppose Russia and resist her moves on the Asiatic
mainland. Before the Anglo-Japanese treaty was signed on January
30, 1902, Marquis Ito went to Russia with a last offer of compro-
mise, suggesting that Russia claim Manchuria in compensation for
abandonment of Korea. This plan, which had been repeatedly dis-
cussed in earlier years, was firmly rejected by St. Petersburg. The
Tsar wrote on the report concerning the Japanese proposal: "Rus-
sia cannot renounce her right to maintain as many troops in Korea
as do the Japanese."

The most significant part of the Anglo-Japanese treaty was its
preamble, in which both signatories affirmed their "special interest"
in the maintenance of "the independence and territorial integrity
of the Empire of China and the Empire of Korea." Only six years
earlier Russia had concluded her alliance with China and pledged
her support against encroachments against the latter by Japan. In
the short intervening years the situation had changed to such an
extent as to make Russia, and not Japan, appear to be the main
menace to China, and Japan, not Russia, the protector of her in-
tegrity.

By the treaty of alliance each power obligated itself to remain
neutral in case the other party became involved in war; if, how-
ever, any third power joined in the war against Britain or Japan,
the other signatory was pledged to enter the conflict. In practice
this meant that Britain would remain neutral in a war between Rus-
sia and Japan, but that she would join as Japan's ally if either Ger-
many or France entered the conflict on Russia's side.

Now Russia confronted a powerful coalition in the Far East.